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A LIBERAL INTERLUDE
interlude of liberal administration from u August 1892
to 24 June 1895 was only half the length of a normal govern-
ment's life in those days; and the two cabinets which filled it were
paralysed for want of any real majority either at Westminster
or in the constituencies. Yet as a break in what else would have
been over nineteen years of continuous conservative rule it had
much importance. It kept the two-party system alive, and en-
abled a number of men to obtain ministerial experience and
status whose services were available when the country at last
tired of conservatism and called for an alternative government.
The prime minister upon taking office was but four months
off 83. His vigour considering his age was extraordinary, and
he could still dwarf rivals in debate. But he could not be what
he had been, and the outlook before him was bleak. Only
one thing detained him in politics—his duty, as he conceived
it, to settle Ireland before retiring. Less than two years earlier
he had well-grounded hopes of a majority enabling him to do
so. Now the effort seemed nearly hopeless, but he would not
shirk it while a chance remained. If he failed there could for him
be no third attempt.
His tried lieutenants were Harcourt (chancellor of the ex-
chequer), Morley (Irish secretary), Rosebery (foreign secretary),
Herschell1 (lord chancellor), and Gampbell-Bannerman2 (secre-
tary for war)—each holding the post which he had held six years
earlier. But the most successful, as it turned out, were two new-
comers to the cabinet, both nonconformists. The elder of them,
H. H. Fowler3 (local government board) had entered parliament
1 B. 1837, son of a clergyman; educated at University College, London, and at
Bonn; barrister, 1860; M.P. 18745 solicitor-general, 1880-5; I°rd chancellor, 1886
and 1892-5; d. 1899.
4 B. 1836 at Glasgow, where his father was for three years Lord Provost. Edu-
cated at Glasgow and at Trinity College, Cambridge; M.P. 1868; financial secre-
tary, war office, 1871-4 and 1880-2; secretary to the admiralty, 1882-4; chief
secretary for Ireland (not in cabinet), 1884-5; secretary for war, 1886 and 1892-5;
prime minister, 1905-8; d. 1908. Inherited great private wealth.
3 B, 1830 at Sunderland, the son of a Weslcyan minister; educated at St. Saviour's
School, Southwark; settled as solicitor in Wolverhampton; mayor, 1863; M.P.
1880; under-secretary, home office, 1884-5; financial secretary, treasury, 1886;
president of local government board, 1892-4; secretary for India, 1894-5; chan-
cellor, duchy of Lancaster, 1905-8; lord president of the council, 1908-10; created
Viscount Wolverhampton, 1908; d. 1911.
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